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by a naval bombardment, Lieutenant-Colonel Yagfie
landed at Gijon with t\vo Banderas and a detachment
of the Regulares. The garrison at Oviedo was
relieved and the rebellion was crushed.
The events of October, 1934, gave Franco several
new names, not of individuals, but of impersonal
apparitions, which he placed on his list of mortal
enemies. They were Marxism, Communism, and
* Russian influence/
His reward for what he had achieved was the
command of the African Army, But he was there
only a few months. More important work awaited
him. When Diego Hidalgo was succeeded at the
War Ministry by Gil Robles, Spain embarked on a
programme of military reorganisation and rearma-
ment, on a scale never before imagined. Next to
the minister himself the greatest responsibility
would fall on the shoulders of the Chief of Staff.
Ko one was surprised when Franco was given the
job.
The Spanish Socialists never made a greater
error of judgment than in the policy they adopted
in regard to national defence. The treatment meted
out to Franco was no isolated case of personal
prejudice. It was typical of what was going on
throughout the army during the first two years of
the republic. They so hated the old military regime,
that they did not stop to think how best they could
overcome the antipathy of the regime's upholders,
in order to maintain intact the forces of national